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YOUTH AND FAMILIES, FAMILY AND YOUTH SERVICES 
BUREAU
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eral match requirements under a Run-
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grant? 
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1351.20 What are the additional require-
ments under a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grant?

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 5701.

SOURCE: 43 FR 55635, Nov. 28, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Definition of Terms
§ 1351.1 Significant terms. 

For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Aftercare services means the provi-

sion of services to runaway or other-

wise homeless youth and their families, 
following the youth’s return home or 
placement in alternative living ar-
rangements which assist in alleviating 
the problems that contributed to his or 
her running away or being homeless. 

(b) Area means a specific neighbor-
hood or section of the locality in which 
the runaway and homeless youth 
project is or will be located. 

(c) Coordinated networks of agencies 
means an association of two or more 
private agencies, whose purpose is to 
develop or strengthen services to run-
away or otherwise homeless youth and 
their families. 

(d) Counseling services means the pro-
vision of guidance, support and advice 
to runaway or otherwise homeless 
youth and their families designed to al-
leviate the problems which contributed 
to the youth’s running away or being 
homeless, resolve intrafamily prob-
lems, to reunite such youth with their 
families, whenever appropriate, and to 
help them decide upon a future course 
of action. 

(e) Demonstrably frequented by or 
reachable means located in an area in 
which runaway or otherwise homeless 
youth congregate or an area accessible 
to such youth by public transportation 
or by the provision of transportation 
by the runaway and homeless youth 
project itself. 

(f) Homeless youth means a person 
under 18 years of age who is in need of 
services and without a place of shelter 
where he or she receives supervision 
and care. 

(g) Juvenile justice system means agen-
cies such as, but not limited to juvenile 
courts, law enforcement, probation, pa-
role, correctional institutions, training 
schools, and detention facilities. 

(h) Law enforcement structure means 
any police activity or agency with 
legal responsibility for enforcing a 
criminal code including, police depart-
ments and sheriffs offices. 

(i) A locality is a unit of general gov-
ernment—for example, a city, county, 
township, town, parish, village, or a 
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combination of such units. Federally 
recognized Indian tribes are eligible to 
apply for grants as local units of gov-
ernment. 

(j) Runaway and homeless youth 
project means a locally controlled 
human service program facility outside 
the law enforcement structure and the 
juvenile justice system providing tem-
porary shelter, either directly or 
through other facilities, counseling and 
aftercare services to runaway or other-
wise homeless youth. 

(k) Runaway youth means a person 
under 18 years of age who absents him-
self or herself from home or place of 
legal residence without the permission 
of his or her family. 

(l) Short-term training means the pro-
vision of local, State, or regionally 
based instruction to runaway or other-
wise homeless youth service providers 
in skill areas that will directly 
strengthen service delivery. 

(m) A State includes any State of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, and any territory or possession 
of the United States. 

(n) Technical assistance means the 
provision of expertise or support for 
the purpose of strengthening the capa-
bilities of grantee organizations to de-
liver services. 

(o) Temporary shelter means the provi-
sion of short-term (maximum of 15 
days) room and board and core crisis 
intervention services, on a 24-hour 
basis, by a runaway and homeless 
youth project. 

[43 FR 55635, Nov. 28, 1978, as amended at 54 
FR 20854, May 15, 1989; 55 FR 5601, Feb. 16, 
1990]

Subpart B—Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Program Grant

§ 1351.10 What is the purpose of the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Pro-
gram grant? 

The purpose of the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Program grant is to 
establish or strengthen existing or pro-
posed community-based runaway and 
homeless youth projects to provide 
temporary shelter and care to runaway 
or otherwise homeless youth who are 

in need of temporary shelter, coun-
seling and aftercare services. The De-
partment is concerned about the in-
creasing numbers of youth who leave, 
and stay away from, their homes with-
out permission of their families. There 
is also national concern about runaway 
and homeless youth who have no re-
sources, who live on the street, and 
who represent law enforcement prob-
lems in the communities to which they 
run. The problems of runaway or other-
wise homeless youth should not be the 
responsibility of already overburdened 
police departments and juvenile justice 
authorities. Rather, Congress intends 
that the responsibility for locating, as-
sisting, and returning such youth 
should be placed with low-cost, com-
munity-based human service programs.

§ 1351.11 Who is eligible to apply for a 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Pro-
gram grant? 

States localities, private entities, 
and coordinated networks of such enti-
ties are eligible to apply for a Runaway 
and Homeless Youth Program grant 
unless they are part of the law enforce-
ment structure or the juvenile justice 
system. 

[54 FR 20855, May 15, 1989; 55 FR 5601, Feb. 16, 
1990]

§ 1351.12 Who gets priority for the 
award of a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grant? 

In making Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grants, HHS gives pri-
ority to those private agencies which 
have had past experience in dealing 
with runaway or otherwise homeless 
youth. HHS also gives priority to appli-
cants whose total grant requests for 
services to runaway or otherwise 
homeless youth are less than $100,000 
and whose project budgets, considering 
all funding sources, are smaller than 
$150,000. Past experience means that a 
major activity of the agency has been 
the provision of temporary shelter, 
counseling, and referral services to 
runaway or otherwise homeless youth 
and their families, either directly or 
through linkages established with 
other community agencies.
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§ 1351.13 What are the Federal and 
non-Federal match requirements 
under a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth grant? 

HHS requires a non-Federal share 
which is equal to at least 10 percent of 
the Federal funds that will be received 
under this grant program for any fiscal 
year. 

[54 FR 20855, May 15, 1989; 55 FR 5601, Feb. 16, 
1990]

§ 1351.14 What is the period for which 
a grant will be awarded? 

(a) The initial notice of grant award 
specifies how long HHS intends to sup-
port the project without requiring the 
project to recompete for funds. This pe-
riod, called the project period, will not 
exceed five years. 

(b) Generally the grant will initially 
be for one year. A grantee must submit 
a separate application to have the sup-
port continued for each subsequent 
year. Continuation awards within the 
project period will be made provided 
the grantee has made satisfactory 
progress, funds are available, and HHS 
determines that continued funding is 
in the best interest of the Government. 

[43 FR 55635, Nov. 28, 1978, as amended at 65 
FR 50141, Aug. 17, 2000]

§ 1351.15 What costs are supportable 
under a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grant? 

Costs which can be supported in-
clude, but are not limited to, tem-
porary shelter, referral services, coun-
seling services, aftercare services, and 
staff training. Costs for acquisition and 
renovation of existing structures may 
not normally exceed 15 percent of the 
grant award. HHS may waive this limi-
tation upon written request under spe-
cial circumstances based on dem-
onstrated need.

§ 1351.16 What costs are not allowable 
under a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grant? 

A Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Progam grant does not cover the cost 
of constructing new facilities.

§ 1351.17 How is application made for 
a Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Program grant? 

HHS publishes annually in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER a program announce-
ment of grant funds available under 
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Pro-
gram Act. The program announcement 
states the amount of funds available, 
program priorities for funding, and cri-
teria for evaluating applications in 
awarding grants. The announcement 
also describes specific procedures for 
receipt and review of applications. An 
applicant should: 

(a) Obtain a program announcement 
from the FEDERAL REGISTER or from 
one of HHS’s 10 Regional Offices in 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, At-
lanta, Chicago, Dallas, Kansas City, 
Denver, San Francisco, and Seattle; 

(b) Obtain an application package 
from one of HHS’s Regional Offices; 
and 

(c) Submit a completed application 
to the Grants Management Office at 
the appropriate Regional Office. 

[43 FR 55635, Nov. 28, 1978, as amended at 48 
FR 29202, June 24, 1983]

§ 1351.18 What criteria has HHS estab-
lished for deciding which Runaway 
and Homeless Youth Program grant 
applications to fund? 

In reviewing applications for a Run-
away and Homeless Youth Program 
grant, HHS takes into consideration a 
number of factors, including: 

(a) Whether the application meets 
one or more of the program’s funding 
priorities; (see § 1351.12) 

(b) The need for Federal support 
based on the number of runaway or 
otherwise homeless youth in the area 
in which the runaway and homeless 
youth project is or will be located; 

(c) The availability of services to 
runaway or otherwise homeless youth 
in the area in which the runaway and 
homeless youth project is located; 

(d) Whether there is a minimum resi-
dential capacity of four and a max-
imum residential capacity not to ex-
ceed 20 youth with a ratio of staff to 
youth sufficient to assure adequate su-
pervision and treatment; 
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(e) Plans for meeting the best inter-
ests of the youth involving, when pos-
sible, both the youth and the family. 
These must include contacts with the 
families. This contact should be made 
within 24 hours, but must be made no 
more than 72 hours following the time 
of the youth’s admission into the run-
away and homeless youth project. The 
plans must also include assuring the 
youth’s safe return home or to local 
government officials or law enforce-
ment officials and indicate efforts to 
provide appropriate alternative living 
arrangements. 

(f) Plans for the delivery of aftercare 
or counseling services to runaway or 
otherwise homeless youth and their 
families; 

(g) Whether the estimated cost to the 
Department for the runaway and home-
less youth project is reasonable consid-
ering the anticipated results; 

(h) Whether the proposed personnel 
are well qualified and the applicant 
agency has adequate facilities and re-
sources; 

(i) Whether the proposed project de-
sign, if well executed, is capable of at-
taining program objectives; 

(j) The consistency of the grant ap-
plication with the provisions of the Act 
and these regulations.

§ 1351.19 What additional information 
should an applicant or grantee have 
about a Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grant? 

(a) Several other HHS rules and regu-
lations apply to applicants for or re-
cipients of Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Program grants. These include: 

(1) The provisions of 45 CFR part 74 
pertaining to the Administration of 
Grants; 

(2) The provisions of 45 CFR part 16, 
Departmental Grants Appeal Process, 
and the provisions of Informal Grant 
Appeal Procedures (Indirect Costs) in 
volume 45 CFR part 75; 

(3) The provisions of 45 CFR part 80 
and 45 CFR part 81 pertaining to non-
discrimination under programs receiv-
ing Federal assistance, and hearing 
procedures; 

(4) The provisions of 45 CFR part 84 
pertaining to discrimination on the 
basis of handicap; 

(5) The provisions of 45 CFR part 46 
pertaining to protection of human sub-
jects. 

(b) Several program policies regard-
ing confidentiality of information, 
treatment, conflict of interest and 
State protection apply to recipients of 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Pro-
gram grants. These include: 

(1) Confidential information. All infor-
mation including lists of names, ad-
dresses, photographs, and records of 
evaluation of individuals served by a 
runaway and homeless youth project 
shall be confidential and shall not be 
disclosed or transferred to any indi-
vidual or to any public or private agen-
cy without written consent of the 
youth and family. Youth served by a 
runaway and homeless youth project 
shall have the right to review their 
records; to correct a record or file a 
statement of disagreement; and to be 
apprised of the individuals who have 
reviewed their records. Procedures 
shall be established for the training of 
project staff in the protection of these 
rights and for the secure storage of 
records. 

(2) Medical, psychiatric or psychological 
treatment. No youth shall be subject to 
medical, psychiatric or psychological 
treatment without the consent of the 
youth and family unless otherwise per-
mitted by State law. 

(3) Conflict of interest. Employees or 
individuals participating in a program 
or project under the Act shall not use 
their positions for a purpose that is, or 
gives the appearance of being, moti-
vated by a desire for private gain for 
themselves or others, particularly 
those with whom they have family, 
business or other ties. 

(4) State law protection. HHS policies 
regarding confidential information and 
experimentation and treatment shall 
not apply if HHS finds that State law 
is more protective of the rights of run-
away or otherwise homeless youth. 

(c) Nothing in the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Act or these regula-
tions gives the Federal Government 
control over the staffing and personnel 
decisions regarding individuals hired 
by a runaway and homeless youth 
project receiving Federal funds.
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Subpart C—Additional 
Requirements

§ 1351.20 What are the additional re-
quirements under a Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Program grant? 

(a) To improve the administration of 
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Pro-
gram by increasing the capability of 
the runaway and homeless youth serv-
ice providers to deliver services, HHS 
will require grantees to accept tech-
nical assistance and short-term train-
ing as a condition of funding for each 
budget period. 

(1) Technical assistance may be pro-
vided in, but not limited to, such areas 
as: 

• Program Management, 
• Fiscal Management, 
• Development of coordinated net-

works of private nonprofit agencies to 
provide services, and 

• Low cost community alternatives 
for runaway or otherwise homeless 
youth. 

(2) Short-term training may be pro-
vided in, but not limited to, such areas 
as: 

• Shelter facility staff development, 
• Aftercare services or counseling, 
• Fund raising techniques, 
• Youth and Family counseling, and 
• Crisis intervention techniques. 
(b) Grantees will be required to co-

ordinate their activities with the 24-
hour National toll-free communication 
system which links runaway and home-
less youth projects and other service 
providers with runaway or otherwise 
homeless youth. 

(c) Grantees will also be required to 
submit statistical reports profiling the 
clients served. The statistical report-
ing requirements are mandated by the 
Act which states that ‘‘runaway and 
homeless youth projects shall keep 
adequate statistical records profiling 
the children and families which it 
serves . . .’’
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